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Under the District's Building Energy Performance Standards (BEPS), buildings with a gross 
floor area of 10,000 sq. ft. and larger are required to achieve a certain ENERGY STAR® 
Score by their assigned deadline. Buildings not eligible for an ENERGY STAR Score are 
assigned a source energy use intensity (EUI) target based on property type.

Building Energy Performance Standards and Benchmarking

Covered Buildings
The BEPS program applies to commercial and multifamily buildings 10,000 sq. ft. and 
larger. Requirements phase in based on property size. After the initial six-year compliance 
cycle, new performance standards will be defined every five years.

Compliance Pathways 

1.   Standard Target Pathway

Most properties are eligible for the Standard Target Pathway, which requires the 
building to achieve a specific ENERGY STAR Score, or, for property types that cannot 
receive a Score, meet a source EUI target.

2.   Performance Pathway

A property following the Performance Pathway can achieve compliance by 
demonstrating a reduction in site EUI by 20% relative to its baseline. 

3.   Prescriptive Pathway

The Prescriptive Pathway requires specific improvements to existing building systems 
through the development and implementation of an Operations and Maintenance 
(O&M) program.

4.   Alternative Compliance Pathway

Properties meeting specific eligibility criteria may submit a proposal to achieve energy 
savings under an Alternative Compliance Pathway (ACP).

Learn More: Program Website Regulation Text

https://dc.beam-portal.org/helpdesk/
https://dc.beam-portal.org/helpdesk/kb/Laws_and_Regulations/48/
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Yardi Energy Solutions®

• Utility Invoice Processing – Simplify the process of collecting and managing utility 
consumption data.

• ENERGY STAR®  Services – Streamline benchmarking, verify whole-property data and 
achieve ENERGY STAR Certification for your properties.

• Building Performance Standards – Track, monitor and streamline BPS compliance.

• Energy Procurement – Optimize energy costs and reduce carbon emissions.

• Energy Efficiency – Improve building energy performance with real-time data and 
timely alerts, detect HVAC system issues and reduce energy waste. 

Yardi offers a comprehensive suite of energy solutions that simplify compliance, enhance 
operational efficiency, and reduce energy costs. Our offerings include:

Disclaimer: This document is intended for informational purposes only and does not constitute legal advice or a comprehensive compliance guide.  

Penalties & Enforcement
Noncompliance may result in an Alternative Compliance Penalty, calculated based on the 
building's gross floor area. This penalty is capped at $10 per square foot or $7.5 million per 
property. Additionally, civil infractions may incur fines ranging from $500 to $2,000 for first 
offenses.

Exemptions & Provisions
New Construction
New buildings with a Certificate of Occupancy issued after the beginning of the first 
compliance cycle (2021 – 2026) are generally not subject to the initial deadline but will be 
included in the next BEPS cycle. 
Affordable Housing
Qualifying building owners and affordable housing providers may receive extended 
timelines, incentives, and specialized financial assistance to meet standards.
Other Conditions
Certain property types, including federal buildings, single-family homes and 
industrial/agricultural properties are exempt. Owners may apply for exemptions due to 
financial distress or low occupancy (less than 50%). Historic buildings are not required to 
implement measures that would compromise their historical integrity.
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