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Under Evanston’s Healthy Buildings Ordinance (HBO), properties 20,000 sq. ft. and larger 
are required to meet targets for weather-normalized site energy use intensity (EUI) and 
greenhouse gas emissions, in addition to ensuring that 100% of annual electricity usage is 
renewably sourced by 2050. Interim targets take effect in 2030, with standards 
becoming more stringent every five years until final targets take effect in 2050.

1. Performance Pathway

A covered property is compliant if it meets the performance standards set for its 
property type by the compliance deadline.

2. Alternative Compliance Pathway

A covered property owner may apply for an Alternative Compliance Pathway Plan 
(ACPP), which may include timeline adjustments, modified targets and the use of 
carbon offsets or credits.

Healthy Buildings Ordinance

Covered Buildings

The ordinance applies to a building, or group of adjacent buildings with the same owner, 
having a gross floor area or combined gross floor area of 20,000 sq. ft. or more.

Compliance Pathways 

Learn More: Program Website Covered Buildings List Regulation Text

https://www.cityofevanston.org/departments/city_managers_office/sustainability_resilience/healthy_buildings_ordinance/benchmarking_building_performance_standards_program.php
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1z1Q9FjPxKF9SI7SwM2xi8fCoJ2ZnFDtXHzS5XZARqz4/edit#gid=881675367
https://www.cityofevanston.org/Documents/Departments/City%20Managers%20Office/Sustainability%20and%20Resilience/Healthy%20Buildings%20Ordinance/Benchmarking%20and%20Building%20Performance%20Standards%20Program/Ordinance%2001O25%20Healthy%20Buildings%20Ordinance%20with%20proposed%20amendments%20352025.pdf?t=202601280945070
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Penalties & Enforcement

Fines for noncompliance are based on (1) the total number of missed interim or final 
performance targets, (2) the property’s assessed value, (3) the extent to which the 
property exceeded its target(s) and (4) the financial impact on the property. Failure to 
report may result in assumed poor performance and associated penalties.

Yardi Energy Solutions®

• Utility Invoice Processing – Simplify the process of collecting and managing utility 
consumption data.

• ENERGY STAR®  Services – Streamline benchmarking, verify whole-property data and 
achieve ENERGY STAR Certification for your properties.

• Building Performance Standards – Track, monitor and streamline BPS compliance.

• Energy Procurement – Optimize energy costs and reduce carbon emissions.

• Energy Efficiency – Improve building energy performance with real-time data and 
timely alerts, detect HVAC system issues and reduce energy waste. 

Yardi offers a comprehensive suite of energy solutions that simplify compliance, enhance 
operational efficiency, and reduce energy costs. Our offerings include:

Disclaimer: This document is intended for informational purposes only and does not constitute legal advice or a comprehensive compliance guide.  

Exemptions & Provisions
New Construction

New properties are covered once they have been occupied for one calendar year.

Affordable Housing

Additional resources may be available for Equity Prioritized Buildings, which includes 
properties providing affordable housing.

Other Conditions

Condominiums under 50,000 sq. ft. and federal properties are not covered by the law. 
Exemptions are available to properties under qualifying conditions, including financial 
distress, vacancy and scheduled demolition.
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