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As of 2023, commercial buildings in Brisbane are required to meet water and energy 
performance targets every five years. In 2024, the program expanded to include 
multifamily and industrial properties. If unable to meet performance targets, properties 
may comply by completing prescriptive measures such as audits and retro-commissioning. 

Building Efficiency Program

Covered Buildings
The Brisbane Building Efficiency Program (BBEP) covers all commercial, industrial and 
multifamily buildings over five years old and a gross floor area above 10,000 sq. ft.

Compliance Pathways 
1. Performance Pathway: Properties meeting energy and water targets are only 

required to submit an ENERGY STAR® performance verification report. 
A property meets the energy standards under any one of the following criteria: 

• It has received an ENERGY STAR Score of 80 or higher or its ENERGY STAR Score improved by 
at least 20 points compared to the baseline year. 

• Its weather normalized site energy use intensity (EUI) decreased by at least 20% compared 
to the baseline year or its weather normalized EUI is 25% below the median for its use type. 

• It has earned the latest version of the LEED Certification for existing buildings. 

• It has installed a qualifying distributed energy resource (DER), is a grid-interactive Efficient 
Building (GEB) or is a Decarbonized Building. 

A property meets the water standards if it can demonstrate one of the following:
• It received an ENERGY STAR Water Score of 80 or higher or has improved its ENERGY STAR Water 

Score by 20 points or more compared to the baseline year.

• Its water use intensity (WUI) decreased by at least 20% compared to the baseline year or its WUI 
is 25% below the median for that property use type.

Learn More: Program Website Covered Buildings List Regulation Text

https://www.brisbaneca.gov/381/Building-Efficiency-Program
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1BKGxAM8kKIZP5bcK1baUqBFxJWjDd91saQu3rGVifWc/edit?gid=0#gid=0
https://library.municode.com/ca/brisbane/codes/municipal_code?nodeId=TIT15BUCO_CH15.77BUEFPR_15.77.060BEBEPADEINENWAPE
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Penalties & Enforcement
Noncompliance could result in a fine up to $100 for a first conviction, up to $200 for a 
second conviction and up to $500 for each additional conviction within 12 consecutive 
months. Properties in violation of the program are subject to being declared to be public 
nuisances, and the city attorney may undertake proceedings to abate and/or enjoin its 
operation or use. 

• Utility Invoice Processing – Simplify the process of collecting and managing utility 
consumption data.

• ENERGY STAR®  Services – Streamline benchmarking, verify whole-property data and 
achieve ENERGY STAR Certification for your properties.

• Building Performance Standards – Track, monitor and streamline BPS compliance.

• Energy Procurement – Optimize energy costs and reduce carbon emissions.

• Energy Efficiency – Improve building energy performance with real-time data and 
timely alerts, detect HVAC system issues and reduce energy waste. 

Disclaimer: This document is intended for informational purposes only and does not constitute legal advice or a comprehensive compliance guide.  

Exemptions & Provisions

2. Prescriptive Pathway: If a property cannot meet the water and energy targets 
during a compliance cycle, it is required to undertake specific actions as defined by
the Building Efficiency Program. Smaller properties (10,000 - 39,999 sq. ft.) have
different requirements than large buildings (over 40,000 sq. ft.).

New Construction
Properties are exempt if they were constructed during the five years prior to the deadline. 
Other Conditions
The policy does not apply to residential properties with less than five units, condominiums 
or federal buildings. Properties may receive a full exemption if they are scheduled for 
demolition, are intended for sale or recently underwent significant renovations. Partial 
exemptions and deadline extensions are also available for qualifying circumstances as 
defined by the Building Efficiency Program. 

Yardi Energy Solutions®
Yardi offers a comprehensive suite of energy solutions that simplify compliance, enhance 
operational efficiency, and reduce energy costs. Our offerings include:
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