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The Berkeley Building Emissions Saving Ordinance (BESO) requires commercial and 
multifamily buildings 25,000 sq. ft. and larger to conduct comprehensive energy 
assessments every five years. Properties may qualify for deferrals or exemptions based on 
high performance, green building certification or full electrification.

1. Prescriptive Pathway: Owners of covered buildings must obtain an energy 
assessment, completed by a Registered BESO Energy Assessor, every five years.

2. Performance Pathway: Buildings may be eligible for a deferral or exemption under 
one of the following circumstances:

• Low Energy Use: Five-year deferrals are available to properties with an ENERGY 
STAR® Score of at least 80 or, if ineligible for a Score, a site energy use intensity 
(EUI) that is at least 25% below the national median for its property type.

• High Performance: Properties that have recently completed an energy 
improvement or electrification project, or that hold an approved green building 
certification, such as LEED Operations and Maintenance, may be exempt.

• All-Electric Building: Properties with all-electric energy systems may apply for 
exemption from the energy assessment requirements.

Building Emissions Saving Ordinance

Covered Buildings

Multifamily, commercial and mixed-use buildings 25,000 sq. ft. and larger are required to 
comply with the BESO comprehensive energy assessment requirements. If more than half 
of the property is used for manufacturing or industrial purposes, it is not required to 
perform energy assessments.

Compliance Pathways 

Learn More: Program Website Regulation Text

https://berkeleyca.gov/construction-development/green-building/building-emissions-saving-ordinance-beso/beso-energy-0
https://berkeley.municipal.codes/BMC/19.81
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Penalties & Enforcement

Failure to comply with BESO may result in an administrative citation issued to the property 
owner. Penalties begin at $100 per violation per day, increasing to $200 and $500 for 
subsequent violations.

Yardi Energy Solutions®

• Utility Invoice Processing – Simplify the process of collecting and managing utility 
consumption data.

• ENERGY STAR®  Services – Streamline benchmarking, verify whole-property data and 
achieve ENERGY STAR Certification for your properties.

• Building Performance Standards – Track, monitor and streamline BPS compliance.

• Energy Procurement – Optimize energy costs and reduce carbon emissions.

• Energy Efficiency – Improve building energy performance with real-time data and 
timely alerts, detect HVAC system issues and reduce energy waste. 

Yardi offers a comprehensive suite of energy solutions that simplify compliance, enhance 
operational efficiency, and reduce energy costs. Our offerings include:

Disclaimer: This document is intended for informational purposes only and does not constitute legal advice or a comprehensive compliance guide.  

Exemptions & Provisions

Deferrals
Newly constructed or extensively renovated buildings may request to defer energy 
assessments for ten years. A two-year deferral is available for planned demolitions. Even if 
an assessment is deferred, the property is still required to complete annual energy usage 
reporting (benchmarking).

Other Requirements
Properties with gross floor area under 25,000 sq. ft. are also covered by BESO, but they are 
required to obtain an energy assessment when listed for sale, rather than every five years. 
As of 2026, these properties may also be required to perform energy upgrades.
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