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Austin’s ECAD (Energy Conservation Audit and Disclosure) ordinance requires multifamily 
properties with five or more units and commercial buildings over 10,000 sq ft. to assess 
and report their energy performance. Multifamily properties must conduct energy audits 
every 10 years, while commercial buildings only need to benchmark and disclose energy 
use annually using ENERGY STAR® Portfolio Manager®. The program promotes energy 
efficiency, transparency and informed decision-making to support the city’s climate goals.

Multifamily buildings of 10,000 sq. ft. or larger are required to have a qualified 
professional conduct an energy audit every ten years.

Energy Conservation Audit and Disclosure

Covered Buildings
Buildings required to comply with the Audits and Disclosure ordinance include multifamily 
buildings that are 10,000 sq ft. or larger or have five or more residential units.

Compliance Pathways 

Exemptions & Provisions

Multifamily buildings may qualify from an exemption from the energy audit requirement 
if they meet any of the following conditions:

• The building is less than 10 years old.

• Comprehensive duct remediation work has been completed, or the HVAC system was 
replaced through participation in an Austin Electric Utility rebate program within 10 
years before the audit deadline.
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https://www.stlbenchmarking.com/Content/STL_BEPS_Fact_Sheet_2.18.22.pdf
https://library.municode.com/tx/austin/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT6ENCOCO_CH6-7ENCO
https://www.stlouis-mo.gov/government/departments/public-safety/building/building-energy-improvement-board/beps-targets.cfm
https://austinenergy.com/en/energy-efficiency/ecad-ordinance
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/14vEYeMGCFDqXXSm6rjvzwVSWjMwuTbcZ/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=114709498188540016948&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/14vEYeMGCFDqXXSm6rjvzwVSWjMwuTbcZ/edit?gid=1223595901#gid=1223595901


©2025 Yardi Systems, Inc. All Rights Reserved. Yardi, the Yardi logo, and all Yardi product names are trademarks of Yardi Systems, Inc.

Yardi Energy Solutions®

• Utility Invoice Processing – Simplify the process of collecting and managing utility 
consumption data.

• ENERGY STAR®  Services – Streamline benchmarking, verify whole-property data and 
achieve ENERGY STAR Certification for your properties.

• Building Performance Standards – Track and recover utility expenses with ease.

• Energy Procurement – Optimize energy costs and reduce carbon emissions.

• Energy Efficiency – Improve building energy performance with real-time data and 
timely alerts, detect HVAC system issues and reduce energy waste. 

Yardi offers a comprehensive suite of energy solutions that simplify compliance, enhance 
operational efficiency, and reduce energy costs. Our offerings include:

Disclaimer: This document is intended for informational purposes only and does not constitute legal advice or a comprehensive  compliance guide.  

Exemptions & Provisions continued

• The HVAC equipment was replaced with units that meet Austin Electric Utility rebate 
program standards, even if the building did not participate in the program, within 10 
years before the audit deadline.

Commercial buildings, although addressed in the ECAD ordinance, are not required to 
undergo the audit requirements.
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